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IT  TAKES  CO-ORDINATION 


R.  S.  Yeoman 


This  is  being  written  on  July  first,  the  official  release  date  for  the  GUIDE 
BOOK  OF  UNITED  STATES  COINS  or  Red  Book.  We  arc  all,  under¬ 
standably,  a  little  more  relaxed  than  we  have  been  for  several  weeks.  Our 
team  of  printers,  binders,  packcre,  and  shippers,  descrv'c  a  pat  on  the  back 
for  physically  producing  the  product  in  record  quantity  and  on  time. 

The  editorial  procedure  for  launching  a  new  Red  Book  is  well  knou-n 
to  coin  dealers  and  collectors.  Ken  Bressett  and  I  simply  gather  all  the  data 
into  master  sheets  and  thresh  out  the  new  averages  about  April  first  each 
year.  What  is  less  known,  but  equally  important,  is  the  skillful  co-ordination 
set  in  motion  by  our  experienced  production  office  in  the  beginning  and  the 
final,  simultaneous  dispatch  of  hundreds  of  shipments  under  the  guidance 
of  our  traffic  department.  From  the  first  requisition  for  paper  board,  cover 
stock,  and  gold  leaf  in  early  januaiy  each  year,  through  the  production 
planning  and  scheduling,  hundreds  of  our  people  become  involved  almost 
from  the  start.  By  the  time  the  composing  room  has  finished  preparing  the 
forms,  report  meetings  are  set  up  so  that  we  can  check  progress  from  week 
to  week.  Finally,  when  completed  books  start  accumulating  in  June,  the 
traffic  crew  takes  over  res|x>nribility  for  delivery  to  every  trade  area  of  tlic 
United  States  (including  Hawaii  and  Alaska)  and  Canada.  Every  ship¬ 
ment  must  arrive  “first.” 

Except  for  a  few  unforeseen  minor  mishaps  such  as  truck  breakdowns 
and  the  like,  all  jobbers  and  their  dealer  outlets  were  supplied  on  schedule, 
which  was  the  same  day — every'wherc. 

The  significant  point  of  this  message  is  that  WHITMAN  has  an  en¬ 
thusiastic  team  of  people  and  modem  machines  capable  of  mass  producing 
any  product  made  of  paper  and  ink.  And,  most  happily,  it’s  all  done  under 
one  roof.  (^^T) /} 

{I  R.  S.  Yeoman 

Vice-President  and 
General  Mana^r 
Coin  Supply  Division 


TYPE  SET  HOLDER 
FOR  VICTORIAN  COINS 

TTie  latest  addition  to  WHITMAN’S 
Bookshelf  coin  album  scries  is  an  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  British  type  set  holders.  No. 
9516  and  No.  9517.  The  new  album  will 
be  listed  as  No.  9520  and  accommodates 
a  type  set  collection  of  the  British  coins 
of  Victoria. 

The  previous  albums  contain  British 
type  coins  from  1902  to  the  present.  The 
aJbum  for  Victorian  coins  covers  the 
period  from  1837  to  1901.  Many  collec¬ 
tors  have  shown  an  interest  in  these 
coins,  which  are  still  readily  available. 
The  WHITMAN  GUIDE  BOOK  OF 
ENGLISH  COINS  has  done  much  to 
popularize  this  series,  and  current  trends 
and  price  quotations  in  leading  maga¬ 
zines  indicate  that  more  and  more  col¬ 
lectors  are  turning  to  this  field. 

COMUMG  SOPH 
ilARK«^ 
YOUR  CAiENDAR 


“STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CA¬ 
NADIAN  COINS,  TOKENS  AND 
PAPER  MONEY,"  12th  Edition,  by 
J.  E.  Charlton — Scheduled  for  August 
first  delivery  and  immediate  release. 

“A  HANDBOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS,” 
2 1st  Edition,  by  R.  S.  Yeoman — 
Scheduled  for  late  September  delivery 
and  October  1  release. 

“A  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  ENGLISH 
COINS,  “3rd  Edition,  by  K.  E.  Bres¬ 
sett — Scheduled  for  mid-August  de¬ 
livery’. 

“LAS  MONEDAS  DECIMALES 
MEXICANAS,”  by  T.  V.  Buttrey— 
Scheduled  for  August  delivery. 

“ALASKA’S  COINAGE  THROUGH 
THE  YEARS,”  2nd  Edition,  bv  K.  E. 
Bressett  and  Maurice  Goula — The 
first  edition  is  out  of  stock.  A  new  edi¬ 
tion  will  be  released  before  the  end  of 
this  year. 


TWELFTH  EDITION  CANADIAN 
CATALOGUE  SHOWS 
NUMEROUS  REVISIONS 

The  STANDARD  CATALOGUE 
OF  CANADIAN  COINS,  TOKENS 
AND  PAPER  MONEY  by  J.  E.  Charl¬ 
ton  is  now  in  its  12th  revised  edition. 
The  catalogues  have  been  scheduled 
for  August  1  delivery,  and  should  reach 
dealers  throughout  this  county  about 
the  time  this  Merchandiser  arrives. 


The  1964  Catalogue  has  undergone 
numerous  revisions  to  bring  its  useful¬ 
ness  in  line  with  the  GUIDE  BOOK, 
HANDBOOK  and  other  WHITMAN 
publications  for  ma-\imum  convenience 
to  collectors.  Grading  guides,  which 
have  proved  so  popular  in  the  GUIDE 
BOOK,  have  now  been  added  to  the 
Canadian  Catalogue.  Brief  notations 
have  been  placed  beside  each  coin  ty{>e 
explaining  the  various  grades  used 
throughout  the  book.  The  grading  notes 
cover  all  of  the  coins  of  Canada  includ¬ 
ing  Ncwfoimdland,  New  Brunswick, 
and  Nova  Scotia. 

Price  revisions  throughout  the  book 
indicate  that  Canadian  coins  are  still 
extremely  popular  with  collectors,  and 
the  upward  trend  which  has  been  evi¬ 
dent  for  the  past  five  years  continues  at 
the  same  accelerated  rate.  The  coins  of 
Newfoundland,  which  arc  generally 
much  rarer  than  the  regular  Canadian 
series,  still  lag  somewhat  in  popularity 
and,  therefore,  the  prices  are  not  nearly 
as  high  for  coins  of  corresponding  rarity. 
Early  Canadian  tokens  continue  to  be  a 
popular  series,  and  prices  in  this  field 
have  shown  the  same  gradual  rise  that 
they  have  been  taking  for  many  years. 

^veral  new  or  improved  illu.strations 
have  been  used  throughout  the  book. 
Collectors  will  find  the  token  section 
particularly  helpful  in  classifying  the 
lx>uquct  sou  series  aided  by  the  shar|>, 
well-defined  photographs. 

James  Charlton,  author  of  the  Cana¬ 
dian  Catalogue,  is  a  well-known  figure 


in  world  numismatics.  His  articles  in 
Coin  World  are  n^ad  by  thousands  of 
collectors  each  month.  Aside  from  his 
numismatic  writings,  Jim  is  owner  and 
manager  of  the  Canada  Coin  Exchange 
of  Toronto.  His  business  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased  over  the  years,  and  this  year  he 
acquired  the  firm  of  International  Coin 
Company  to  further  expand  his  interests. 
Jim  Is  a  frequent  guest  speaker  at  coin 
meetings  and  an  active  member  of  the 
Canadian  Numismatic  Association.  The 
STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  CA¬ 
NADIAN  COINS,  TOKENS,  AND 
PAPER  MONEY,  is  recognized 
throughout  the  entire  world  as  the  fore¬ 
most  source  of  infonnation  on  the 
subject. 

RED  BOOKS  LAUNCHED 
ON  SCHEDULE 

The  WHITMAN  Traffic  Dcpailmcnt 
was  really  kept  busy  during  the  month 
of  June  with  the  initial  sliipments  of  the 
1964  GUIDE  BOOKS.  The  task  of 
supplying  jobbers  throughout  this  coun¬ 
try  and  Canada  with  txwks,  all  on  the 
same  day,  calls  for  weeks  of  planning 
and  a  precise  shipping  schedule  that  is 
quite  unique  in  the  industiy. 

The  first  sliipment  left  our  plant  on 
June  17.  These  trucks  headed  dircedy 
for  the  West  Coast.  They  were  followed 
by  a  larger  fleet  of  trucks  which  left 
June  19  and  covered  most  of  the  rest  of 
the  countr>'.  The  last  shipments  to  go 
out  were  for  the  Mid- West  area.  Almost 
without  exception,  all  jobbers  received 
their  books  on  the  target  date  of  June  24. 


After  shipments  are  underway,  it  is 
quite  impossible  to  control  the  s|Deed  at 
which  they  travel,  and  occasionally  ship¬ 
ments  arrive  within  a  day  of  the  ap¬ 
pointed  date.  Jobbers,  we  found,  lost 
little  time  in  supplying  their  dealer  ac¬ 
counts  with  the  new  GUIDE  BOOKS, 
and  first  sales  throughout  the  country 
began  within  a  few'  days. 

In  a  few  isolated  cases  dealers  were 
caught  without  books  for  a  day  or  so 


which  resulted  in  excited  phone  calls, 
but,  all  in  all,  this  year’s  shipments 
seemed  to  be  as  efficient  as  humanly  pos¬ 
sible,  and  complaints  were  at  an  absolute 
minimum.  In  fact,  several  complimen¬ 
tary’  calls  w'ere  received  commending 
WHITMAN  on  their  efficient  distribu¬ 
tion  system. 

Initial  sales  of  the  Red  Book  have 
once  again  broken  all  records.  This  year 
two-color  announcement  fliers  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  publicize  the  new  edition.  For 
dealers  and  those  w  ho  wish  to  advertise 
WHITM.AN  products  locally,  a  series  of 
ad  mats  is  available  from  this  office  at 
no  charge.  Individual  ad  mats  for  the 
new  GUIDE  BOOK  and  HAND¬ 
BOOK  may  also  be  requested. 

COIN  COLLECTOR 
DEFINES  “RARITY” 

I  recently  received  the  following  very 
interesting  letter  from  Mel  Roher,  a  New 
York  City  collector.  I  am  passing  it  on 
to  you  because  he  so  clearly  defines  this 
complex  situation. 

“During  the  past  several  days  I  have 
run  across  more  examples  of  how  some 
dealers  confuse  two  diverse  situations. 
Many  of  them  confuse:  a.  A  coin  which 
is  available  in  great  numbers,  with  b.  A 
coin  which  is  very  scarce  and  only  avail¬ 
able  in  very  limited  quantity — some¬ 
times,  close  to  ‘raie,’  BUT  for  which 
there  is  but  very  little  demand. 

“I  have  been  running  across  this  mix- 
up  for  many  years.  Thus,  frequently,  a 
dealer  (or  a  collector)  will  say,  regard¬ 
ing  a  given  coin,  ‘It’s  common,’  meaning, 
in  fact,  ‘it  is  easily  available  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  moment.’ 

“TIjc  two  situations  are  not  the  same 
— far  from  it.  In  the  first  case  there  may 
be,  let  us  say,  1,000,000  of  the  coins  still 
available  to  a  collector.  In  the  second 
case  there  may  be  but  200  still  available, 
but  the  number  of  collectors  interested  in 
that  field  may  not  be  more  than  50. 

“'Flms  in  case  “b,”  the  coin  is  just  as 
easy  to  get  as  in  case  “a.”  With  this  dif¬ 
ference — the  slightest  serious  increase  in 
interest  in  the  field  of  “b”  will  quickly 
produce  a  real  sliortagc  with  coiTcspond- 
mg  great  increase  in  price! 

“I  recall  a  fine  dealer  who,  some  years 
ago,  assured  me  that  the  1858  20<  piece 
of  Canada  was  “common” ;  he  had  about 
four  of  them  and  knew  where  many 
more  were.  (The  catalogue  price  at  that 
time  was  about  $8.00  in  Unc.). 

“He  was  wrong.  What  he  really  meant 
was  that  at  that  lime  there  was  little  de¬ 
mand  for  this  particular  coin.  And  a  very’ 
modest  increase  in  demand  soon  proved 
this!” 


CANADIAN 
MINT  SET  HOLDERS 
SOON  AVAILABLE 

A  report  in  the  last  Merchandiser  told 
how  collectors  can  obtain  Mint  Sets  of 
Canadian  coins.  Interest  in  these  beauti¬ 
ful,  proof -like  specimens  is  very  high, 
and  collectors  throughout  the  country 
have  been  asking  for  WHITMAN  plas¬ 
tic  holders  to  accommodate  these  coins. 

Such  a  holder  will  soon  be  ready.  It  is 
similar  in  appearance  to  the  U.  S.  proof 
set  holder  but  is  somewhat  larger  be¬ 
cause  the  Canadian  set  includes  a  silver 
dollar. 

These  holders  are  made  of  the  same 
rugged  polystyrene  plastic  as  the  other 
holders  and  arc  the  most  practical  and 
safest  way  to  preserve,  display,  and  pro¬ 
tect  choice  collectors’  coins.  The  stock 
number  on  this  item  is  9734.  It  is  de¬ 
signed  to  retail  for  49^. 


iHABLA  USTED  ESPANOL? 

Interest  in  collecting  Mexican  coins 
has  grown  at  a  pace  that  no  one  ever 
would  have  predicted.  WHITM-AN’S 
entry’  into  litis  field  was  well  timed  and 
prol^ly  had  much  to  do  with  increas¬ 
ing  the  popularity  of  this  series  with 
American  collectors. 

Items  currently  in  the  line  include  in¬ 
expensive  coin  folders  for  the  one  cen¬ 


tavo  coins  from  1905  to  date  and  five 
centavo  coins  for  the  same  period.  The 
attractive  new  Bookshelf  album  will 
house  a  complete  type  set  of  modem 
Twentieth  Century  Mexican  coins  start¬ 
ing  with  the  refonned  coinage  scries  of 
1905. 

The  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  MEXICAN 
DECIMAL  COINS  by  Prof.  T.  V.  But- 
trey,  which  was  released  in  April,  has 
become  so  popular  witli  collectors  that 
the  first  printing  was  completely  sold 
out  within  weeks  and,  consequently,  is 
out  of  stock  in  many  areas.  A  second 
printing  was  started  immediately  to  al¬ 
leviate  this  situation.  The  first  printing 
was  amazingly  free  of  errors  which  are 
usually  found  in  first  edition  catalogs 
covering  an  unexplored  field,  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  only  a  handful  of  corrections 
was  made  in  the  second  printing.  This 
docs  not  constitute  a  revised  or  second 
edition  but  simply  makes  these  books  a 
little  bit  better  than  the  first  printing. 

The  acceptance  and  demand  for  this 
catalog  by  Latin  American  countries  has 
been  gratifying  and  has  prompted  us  to 
issue  a  Spanish  language  edition  of  tlie 
catalog.  This  is  the  first  time  that  any  of 
the  W' HITMAN  coin  catalogs  have  ever 
been  printed  in  two  languages,  and  so  it 
has  become  somewhat  of  a  novelty  for  us 
around  the  office. 

Fortunately,  Neil  Shafer  of  the  edi¬ 
torial  staff  is  well  versed  in  Spanish. 
This  enabled  him  to  supervise  the  job 
of  translation,  which  was  completed  by 
Sergio  Torres  Martinez  of  Mexico  City. 
The  typesetter,  compositor,  and  proof¬ 


readers  have  all  been  working  extra  hard 
on  this  unusual  project,  and  I  even 
dragged  out  my  old  high-school  Spanish 
textbooks  and  Ixigan  brushing  up  again. 


The  Spanish  language  edition  of  the 
Mexican  catalog  should  be  ready  for  dis¬ 
tribution  in  the  early  part  of  August. 
Dealers  should  not  under-estimate  the 
number  of  calls  that  they  will  have  for 
this  book.  The  large  Spanish-s|>caking 
population  of  every  major  city  will  be 
interested — especially  in  the  South¬ 
western  part  of  this  country.  The  rela¬ 
tively  untapped  Latin  American  market 
is  also  eagerly  awaiting  this  book.  Many 
members  of  the  LA  .SOCIEDAD  NU- 
MISMATICA  DE  MEXICO,  the  most 
prominent  Mexican  coin  oiganization, 
have  exprc.sscd  their  approval  and  in¬ 
terest  in  the  WHITMAN  catalog.  It  is 
recognized  as  a  standard  work  on  the 
subject. 


FREE  COIN-SIZE  TESTING  CHART  AVAILABLE  FROM  WHITMAN 


The  WHITM.A.N  individual  plastic 
coin  holders  are  very  pc^ular  with  col¬ 
lectors.  Now  that  the  scries  is  expanded 
to  accommodate  nearly  ail  coins  of  the 
U.  S.  and  Canada,  collectors  are  becom¬ 
ing  aware  of  the  fact  that  these  same 
holders  can  be  used  for  many  foreign 
coins  as  wtill. 

To  aid  collectors  in  detennining 
which  holders  arc  the  proper  size  for 
coins  in  his  collection,  WHITMAN  ha«; 
just  released  a  coin-size  testing  chart. 
The  “Coin  Tester’"  looks  ver)'  much  like 


a  standard  35^  coin  album.  The  holes 
arc  of  various  sizes  which  correspond  to 
the  exact  diameter  of  the  various  plastic 
holders.  Each  hole  is  identified  with  a 
number  which  corre^xjnds  with  the 
holder  desired.  This  holder  will  accom¬ 
modate  any  coin  no  larger  than  that  size. 

For  instance,  to  find  the  proper  holder 
for  a  British  farthing,  a  collector  simply 
inserts  one  in  the  closest  size  opening 
found  in  the  chart.  The  stock  number 
in  this  case  is  No.  9742.  A  dealer  can 
then  supply  the  collector  with  this 


holder,  which  is  identified  with  the 
marking  3.00  (the  standard  plastic 
holder  for  a  U.  S.  three  dollar  gold 
piece). 

The  testing  charts  are  designed  as  a 
sales  aid  in  promoting  plastic  coin  hold¬ 
ers.  Every  dealer  who  stocks  the  plastic 
holders  should  have  a  supply  of  these  on 
hand  for  use  in  his  store.  Tliey  may  be 
ordered  without  charge  through  any 
WHITMAN  jobber.  A  supply  of  these 
charts  will  be  sent  to  jobbers  upon 
request. 


NUMISMATISTS  OF  WISCONSIN  CONVENTION 
HELD  IN  RACINE 


Several  new  books  or  new  editions  of 
standard  references  are  currently  in  pro¬ 
duction.  The  HANDBOOK  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  shipment  on  September  15  to 
be  released  around  the  first  of  October. 

About  this  same  time  a  new  version 
of  the  Coin  Hobby  Starter  Kit  also  will 
be  released.  This  Kit  has  been  improved 
with  a  new  and  more  attractive  package 
and,  of  course,  the  latest  HANDBOOK 
will  be  included.  At  the  same  time  a 
Canadian  vereion  of  the  Starter  Kit  will 
be  introduced  to  the  line.  This  Kit  will 
contain  the  Standard  Canadian  Cata¬ 
logue  and  albums  for  Canadian  coins. 
The  two  kits  are  designed  for  fall  and 
Christmas  promotion  and  should  prove 
to  be  even  more  successful  than  they 
were  last  year. 

The  GUIDE  BOOK  OF  ENGLISH 
COINS  is  scheduled  for  revision.  The 
third  edition  will  be  shipped  sometime 
during  August.  Prices  of  English  coins 
have  ^cn  so  active  during  the  past  year 
that  all  collc<^tors  will  need  this  new, 
revised  edition.  Be  watching  for  it;  it 
should  be  one  of  your  best  sellers. 

Several  inquiries  have  been  received 
asking  when  Australian  folders  will  be 
added  to  the  line.  A  survey’  of  collectors’ 
interests  indicates  that  it  would  be  wise 
to  wait  until  that  country  changes  to  a 
decimal  system  of  coinage  before  design¬ 
ing  the  albums.  This  should  be  within 
the  next  two  years. 


The  third  annual  convention  of  the 
Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  was  held  in 
Racine,  Wisconan,  during  May.  The 
Racine  coin  club  played  host  to  the  state 
organization.  The  convention  drew  a 
total  of  2,900  visitors  with  a  registration 
of  over  500.  The  three-day  aiffair  was 
held  in  the  modem,  new’  Holleb  House 
Motel,  which  provided  many  outstand¬ 
ing  features  that  added  to  the  success  of 
this  gathering. 

Several  members  of  the  WHITMAN 
Coin  Supply  Division  arc  officers  or 
members  of  the  Racine  coin  club,  and 
a  special  effort  was  inad^*  to  entertain 
the  visiting  collectors  AM  dealers  with 
tours  of  the  \VHIT>®f:  PUBLISH¬ 
ING  COMPANY.  A  WHITMAN 
Hospitality  Room  wa^  provided  for  tlic 


convenience  and  relaxation  of  conven¬ 
tioneers.  Coffee  was  served  and  a 
selection  of  numismatic  books  was  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  convenience  of  collectors. 

R.  S.  Yeoman.  WHITMAN  Vice- 
President  and  manager  of  the  Coin  Sup¬ 
ply  Division  was  Master  of  Ceremonies 
at  the  Banquet.  Neil  Shafer  was  the 
featured  spe^er.  He  gave  an  illustrated 
talk  on  Philippine  Currency’,  a  field  in 
which  he  is  rcct^ized  as  an  authority. 

Members  of  ibe  WHITMAN  Coin  Supply  Division 
who  poiTicipoied  in  ihc  N.  O.  W.  Convention  ore 
shown  left  to  right:  Ken  Bressett,  President,  Rocine 
Numismatic  Society;  R.  S.  Yeoman;  Warren  Mielke, 
WHITMAN  production  monoger;  Judy  Mund,  Sec¬ 
retary;  Ed  Metzger  ond  Neil  Shafer,  Editorial 
Assistants. 
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